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A Confederate Lyrist Chants the Praises of the Blue Grass

_ Chieftain and

By GEORGE DALLAS MOSGROVE.

His Followers.

" DUEE’S FIGHT AT ROLLING FORK.
“With weeping and with laughter
Sti!l is the story told,
How well Horatius kept the bridge
In the brave days of old.”

On the morning of Dec. 29, Gen. Mor-
gan, with the greater part of his force,
crossed the Rolling Fork of Salt River,
then much swollen, and marched towards
Bardstown. Cluke's regiment with two
pieces of artillery, under Maj. Bullock,
still remained on the southern side of the
river, Bullock having been sent to destroy
the railroad bridge, some five miles below
the ford where Gen. Morgan had crossed
to the northern side. The rear-guard and
some detachments, in all about 300 men,
were also still on the southern side of
Rolling Fork. The situation was pecu-
liar. Both brigade commanders, Duke and
Breckinridge, and three regimental com-
manders, Cluke, Stoner and Hutchinson,
constituted a court-martial that was try-
ing Lieut.-Col. Huffman for alleged viola-
tions of the terms granted by Gen. Mor-
gan to the prisoners at the surrender of
the Bacon Creek stockade. The sessions
of this court had necessarily been fre-
quently interrupted by the movements of
thé division. On this particular morning
the officers composing the court, in order
to complete their duties, tarried at a brick
house, on the southern side of the river,
and about €00 yards from its bank. They
knew that a rorve_of Federals, infantry
and cavalry, was slowly following Mor-
gan's rear, but they thought they would
be able to finally adjourn the court and

cross the river before the arrival of the
ursuing enemy. 'They had just scquitted
uffman and were leaving the house when
they heard shots in the rear. The pickets
came galloping in- apnnouncing the ap-
proach of the enemy in force. Although
the situation was precarious, Duke imme-
diately decided that he would not forsake
“luke's men who, under Builock, had been
gent to destroy the railroad bridge. He,
of course, could cross the river with the
300 men and follow after Morgan, but, if
he did so, Bullock and his men would be
cut off from Bardstown and their capture
be no remote probability. Not knowing
whether there was a ford lower down at
which Ballock counld creoss, Duke deter-
mined to throw into line his 300 men and,
if possible, hald the two fords until Bul-
lock could be notified of the situation and
brought back. He, therefore, seit a mes-
sage to Gen. Morgan, reporting the state
of affairs, and also dispatched a courier to
Baullock, directing him to return as soon
The defense of the Rolling
Fork fords by Duke and the rear-guard of
800, in the face of an attacking enemy
6,000 or 7,000 strong, rather than to aban-
don their comrades of Cluke's regiment,
suggests the heroism of Horatius, Lartius
mnd Herminius, disputing with the Tus-
ean army the crossing of the Tiber at the
gates of Rome. Duke himsclf tells the
story as follows:

“The ground on which we were posted
was favorable to the kind of game we in-
tended to play. Upon each flank were
thick woods extending back from the river

wwprehably- a mile,: Between ' these woods

was a large meadow, some 300 yards
wide, and stretching from the river bank
for GO0 or 800 yards to a woods in the
back-ground that almost wunited the
woodlands on the flanks. In this meadow,
some 200 yards from the river, was a sip-
gular depression, resembling a terrace, run-
ning straight across it. Behind this, the men
who were posted in the meadow were
as well protected as if they had been be-
hind an especially constructed earthwork.
On the left the ground was so rugged and
wooded that the position there was prac-
tically impregnable. There was, however,
no adequate protection for the horses
along any part of the line, except on the
extreme left.

“The Federal forece advancing upon us
consisted of mearly 5,000 infantry, 2,000
cavalry, and several pieces of artillery.
This force approached cautiously and very
slowly. If it had been handled vigorous-
ly and skilifully, we certainly would have
been swept into the turbid river at our
backs, any skill or heroism we might have
displayed to the contrary notwithstanding.
The dilatory tactics of the enemy saved
us, but the suspense was trying. How-
ever, we were not idle. Our skirmishers
were kept busy in the woods on our flanks,
while the men in the meadow were show-
ing themselves in a manner designed to
impress upon the enemy an exaggerated
idea of their pumbers.

“8till advancing slowly and manuver-
ing cautiously, the enemy finally reached
the edge of the woods, that fringed the
southern extremity of the meadow, and,
bhaving driven our skirmishers away from
the briek-house and its out-buildings, and
from the woods, opened upon us with ar-
tillery—some four or five guns.

“Almost immediately after this the two
six-pounders that had accompanied Bul-
lock galloped upon the ground, and a de-
fiant {ell a short distance to the right told
that Cluke's regiment, known as ‘the war-
dogs,’ had arrived. 1 was disinelined to

use the six-pounders, even when they were
at hand, because I knew that they could
not effectively answer the fire of the ene-
my's Parrotts, and I wished to avoid every
thing that might warm up the affair into
a hot fight, feeling quite certain that wheu
that occurred, we would all, guns and
men, ‘go up’ together.

“The guns were sent across the moadow
rapidly, purposely attracting the atten-
tion of the enemy as much as possible, to
the u:ger ford. A road was cut for them
through the rough ground, and they were
being taken across the river with all pos-
sible expedition. Cluke threw five com-
panies of his regiment into line, the re-
mainder being sent across the river. W,
now wished to cross with the entire foree
that was on the southern side, but this
was likely to prove a hazardous under-
taking, with an enemy so greatly outnum-
b_cring us lying just in our front. A cou-
rier arrived from Gen. Morgan with ar
order for me to withdraw. In common
with quite a number of others, I devoutl
wis! I could do so. The enemy's guns
~—the best served of any, [ think, that )
ever saw in action—were playing havoc
with the horses, one shell killing four, and
actuelly bursting shells in the lower ford
with such frequency as to render the
crossing of a column there out of the
gquestion.

“Cluke’s reinforcement had strengthened
my line to nearly 800 men, but when the
enemy moved upon us again, his infantry
deployed in a long line, strongly supported.
all coming on with bayonets glistening, the
guns redoubling their fire, and the caval-
ry column, on the right flank of their line.
apparently ready to pounce upon us, too.
and then the river surging at our backs,
my blood I confess, ran cold.

“The final moment seemed at hand when
that rear-guard must give way and be
driven into the stream, or be bayoneted
on ity banks. We were saved, however,
by the action of the enemy. Greatly to
our nrfnrlhe. the Federal line was with-
drawn immediate after it had come
under our fire. e could mot account
for such a movement, but I at once de-
ecided to make a show of attack upon their
center, and at the same time ordered
Capt. Pendleton, with three companies, to

charge and silence a battery on our left,
that was annoying us greatly.

DUKE WOUNDED.

“Soon after giving Pendleton his in-
structions 1 was wounded in the head by
the explosion of a shell which burst in a
group of us, true to its aim. The horse
of my Aid-de-Camp, Lieut. Moreland,
was killed by a fragment of the same
shell. Col. Breckinridge then assumed
command, and energetically and skillfully
effected the safe withdrawal of the entire
force. Pendleton accomplished by his
charge all that had been expected of him,
but before silencing the guns he was badly
wounded by the bursting of a well-direct-
ed shell.

“Aided by the demonstiration upon the
enemy’s center and Pendleton's diversion
on the left, everything was suddenly
thrown into columns. and dashed across
the river, leaving the army on the other
side cheated of its'prey which it ought to
have secured. Fortunately we had es-
caped with small loss, except in horses.
The enemy did not attempt pursuit.”

Shaler, an ardent Union man, in his ex-
cellent history of Kentucky, says: “While

. crossing the Rolling Fork of Salt River,

Morgan's rear-guard and some detach-
ments, amounting to about 800 men, were
attacked by about 7,000 Federal troops.

THE RETURN FROM THE ‘' DECEVBER
RAID?" INTO KENTUCKY.

They should have been captured, but by
a brilliant attack on the advancing force,
followed by a swift retreat, they were eu-
abled to rejoin their commands on the
other side of the river.” -

That night the entire division encamped
at Bardstown, Col. Chenault having made
a detour during the day and destroyed the
stockade at Boston.

THE NIGHT MARCH AROUND LEBANON.

When the colnmn reached BSpringfield,
ebout 3 p. m., on the 30th, Morgan rea-
lized that his situation was hazardous—
wie that would elicit all his great powers
ui strategy and audacity. The enemy had
concentrated a strong forece at Lebanon,
only eight miles from Springfield and right
in his path. He had also learned that a
large force was marching from Glasgow
to intercept him at Columbia, should he
sncceed in evading the force at I.ebanon.
He had every reason to believe that the
force his rear-gnard had encountered -at
Rolling Fork was not far in his rear. He
was certainly in a *“close place,” where
he could not aford to dally. The force at
Lebanon was estimated to he about 800
strong and well supplied with artillery.
“In this emergency,” he said, “I deter-
mined to make a detour to the right of Leb-
anon, and by a right march to conceal my
movements from the enemy, outstrip the
column moving from Glasgow to Colum-
bia, and cross the Cumberland before it
came within striking distance.”

At night, therefore, Gen. Morgan
moved from Springfield, leaving the pike
and traveling on an unfrequented by-road,
which passes between Lebanon and St
Mary’s numerons fires were built in front
of Lebanon, and kept burning all night to
induce the garrison to believe that Morgan
was encamped there and would attack in
the imorning. The night was intensely
dark and bitterly cold, the guides inefli-
cient, and the column floundered along
blindly. The men were worn out and half
frozen, It is common to hear men, who
served in Morgan's cavalry through all its
career of trial and hardship, refer to the
night march around Lebanon as the most
trying scene of their entire experience.
Nothing preserved organization and ecar-
ried the column along but the will of the
undaunted Captain in the front and the
unerring sagacity that guided him.

'At dnyhght. Morgan was only eight
miles from Springfield and two and a half
miles from banon, where the Federals
were drawn up confidently expecting at-
tack from another direction. By 1 o’clock
p.m., the column was on the top of Mul-
draugh’s hill, on the Lebanon and Colum-
bia road, and soon after nightfall Morgan
was in Campbellsville, where he luckily
found a generous supply of commissary
stores, which were immediately issued to
the appreciative troopers. Resuming the
march on the next day, Jan. 1, 1863, the
division moved steadily, reaching Colum-
bia at 8 p. m. Just before nightfall Mor-
gan moved the column from Columbia and
marched all of that terribly dark, co'd
night, never halting until he reached
Burkegville on the Cumberland. When the
division, without any serious trouble, had
crossed the Cumberland, Jan. 2, all- dan-
ger was over, and Morgan then moved
leisurely along through Livingston and ar-
rived at Smithfield, Tenn., on the 5th. The
raid had been very trying on men and
horses, and, therefore, Morgan remained
at Smithfield several days to give the com-
mand a greatly needed rest.

e results of the “December Raid"
were the destruction of railroads, which
has been described, the eapture of 1,877
prisoners and a frut amount of Govern-
ment property of every description. Mor-
gan's loss was only 2 killed, 24 wounded,
and 64 missing.

After the sanguinary battle of Mur-
freesboro, which was fought while Morgan
was in Kentucky, Bragg established his
headquarters at Tullahoma. The infan-
try went inte winter quarters but the cay-
alry was kept busy g the front
and flanks of the army, Van Dorn’s cay-
alry corps being assigned to the left and
that of Wheeler to the right, this latter
corps being composed of the divigions of
Morgan, Wharton and Martin.

GEN. JOE WHEELER.

£S :hnn l{og;n ";ug to Gen. Wheeler,
en firs e report to him, that
be had wished to be left free, to act inde.
ndently of all orders except a'om the
mander-in-Chief, but that since he

was to be subordizate to & corps com-
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. high
to tommlg some of the distin-
officers who were commanded to
to him. Whee'er fully recognized
‘fact that he  labored under disad-
vantages on account of the violent and un-
just prejudices excited against him by
Gen. Bragg's preference for him and his
rapid promotion, and T am strongly of the
opinion that he reluctantly assumed com-
mand of Morgan’s division. Undoubtedly,
Gen. Wheeler was thoroughly instructed
in the duties of his profession—perfectly
familiar with the elaborate details of or-
ganization and military business, and no-
tably vigilant and energetic., While he
probably did not display the originality
and the instinctive strategical sagacity
that characterized Morgan and Fol_'rent. he
was perhaps better fitted than either of
them for the duties which devolve ufon
the commander of large bodies of cavalry,
permanently attached to the army and re-
quired to conform to its movements and
necessities. It was often said of Wheeler:
“He is not a good raider, but there is no
better man to watch the front of the
army.” Brave as a paladin, Gen. Wheel-
er was just, high-toned and exceedingly
courteous. Full of fire and enterprise, and
thoroughly impressed with the necessity
of order and discipline, yet hg was sin-
gularly unfortunate in maintaining lhgm
—perhaps, because he did not keep strict
enough rule .with his officers immediately
next him in ‘rank.

About this time Gen. Roseerans inau-
gurated a system which resulted in the de-
cided improvement of his cavalry. He
would send out a body of cavalry, stronger
than any force it was likely to encounter,
and, that it might not be demoralized
by disastrous defeat, the cavalry was sup-
ported by an infantry force, always near
enough to finish any fight that the cavalry
might stir up. The infantry said that the
cavalry warmly applauded Gen. Rose-
erans's methods, the “critter-back com-
panies” feeling more confidently secure
when they were assured that their in-
fantry comrades were within succoring
distance.

COL. HUTCHISON KILLED.

“'Tis done, 'tis done! that fatal blow 3
Has stretched him on the bloody plain.

The 2d Ky., encamped at Woodbury,
Jan. 24, was attacked by a Federal force,
prineipally infantry, Col. Hutchinson not
having more than 400 men in eamp.
more discreet commander would have re-
tired, but Hutchinson, as usual, deter-
mined to fight. He posted his men advan-
tageously upon the summit of a hill in
front of the village, sheltering a portion of
his line behind a stone wall. The ene-
my’s attack was preceded by an artillery
fire to which Hutchingon was forced to
patiently submit, he having no guns with
which to reply; but when the infantry
moyed np and came within range the
deadly Enfields of Hutchinson’s “‘regulars”
very perceptibly decimated their ranks.
The combat lasted about an hour, the ene-
my, meanwhile, carrying the stone wall,
which, however, was retaken by Capt.
Treble and Lieut. Lea, charging at the
head of their companies. Hutchinson
kept one of his companies idle and out of
the fight, but, nevertheless, producing an
effect upon the enemy. The Federals
were permitted to occasionally get a
glimpse of Capt. Cooper's men, and, not
knowing the strength of the secreted
troopers, they conjectured that Cooper's
men constituted a strong reserve. Con-
stantly exposed to the fire of artillery and
small arms during the fight Cooper's com-
pany never moved from its position until
it was ordered to cover the retreat. Then
it filed to the left, as if moving to take
the enemy in flank, and, when the column
had passed, wheeled into the rear under
cover of the hill. Throughout the action
Col. Hutchinson had exposed himself with
even more than his usual recklessness,
and just ss all reemed over, when he was
laughing gleefully at his successful with-
drawal, a ball struck him upon the temple,
and he fell dead from his horse. Lient.
Charles Allen, the Adjutant and his Or-
derly threw the body of their dead Calonel
upon his horse and carried it off the field
under a hot fire. Capt. John B. Castle-
man then took command of the regiment
and successfully conducted the retreat.
Gen, Duke pays the following tribute to
the memory of him who was his brother
in arms and Lieuntenant-Colonel: *“Hutech-
inson was, beyond all comparizon, the best
field officer in Morgan’s division, and, in-
deed, that T ever saw. Had he.lived and
been placed in situations favorable to the
developmeut of his talent, he would, I
firmly believe, have become competent to
any command. He had more natural mil-
itary aptitude, was more instinctively the
soldier, than any man I have ever known.
He did not exhibit a marked partiality
and gift for a particular class of military
duties, so much as a eapacity and fitness
for all. He could make himself thorough
in every thing that the service required. Al
that a soldier ought to know, he scemed
to learn easily—all the proper feelings of
a soldier were his natural impulses. He
had the {rank, generous temper and
straightforward, although shrewd, dispo-
sition that wins popularity with soldiers.
When killed, he was barely 24 years old.
His great size and erect, soldierly bearing
made him a conspicuous figure at all times,
and in battle he was superb.”

THE WINTER OF DISCONTENT.

During the lafter part of January, and
in February and March, Morgan's com-
mand, excepting that portion of it under
Cluke and Chenault, on detached service
in Kentucky, was kept constantly em-
&loyed in the neighborhoods of Liberty,

‘oodbury and McMinnville. Scouts and
expeditions of all kinds—dashes at the
enemy and fights between reconnoitering
g’arﬁn were of almost daily occurrence.

erhaps no period in the history of Mor-
gan's cavalry, of equal duration, can be
cited in which more exciting and arduous
service was performed. It has been gaid,
in allusion to this period: “If all the
events of that Winter could be told, it
would form a book of daring personal ad-
ventures, patient endurance, great and
continued hardship and heroic resistance
against fearful odds. The narration of
these scenes in the simple language of the
men who were the actors in them, the
description by the private soldiers of what
they dared and endured, would be the
proper record of thole'njrrlux and mem-
orable days. They could tell how, worn out
with days and nights of toil, the brief re-
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much joy. Frequently the rain, the sleet,
ard the snow would beat in their faces
while they slept, and the ice would thicken
in their very beds. Happy were the men
whp had blankets, and thrice lucky were
those who could find something to eat be-
fore lying down, and another meal when
they arose. It often happened that before
the chill, bleak Winter's day had dawned,
the bugle aroused them from comfortless
bivouacs, to mount, half frozen and shiv-
ering, their stiff and tired horses and, faint
and hungry, ride miles to attack a foe, or
to endure some additional hardship.

MORGAK'S ADVENTURE WITH A “‘MICHI-
GANDER.”

The story of an expedition undertaken
by Morgan himself, but, unlike most of
those in which he personally commanded,
}I.)Il‘::mnl, is thus related by Gen.

e:

“On Jan. 29, Gen. Morgan. accompanied
by Mgaj. Bteele, Capt. Cassell, and a few
men, came to Liberty to execute a dan-

gerous plan, It was to take BO picked| We also left our old Colonel, later
m‘I dressed in blue conts, inte N. 'm.. Brl‘. en, xlllln. b.ek ﬂl.ﬁ with Thnm'
burn the commissary stores there, and in | 2% Who gave him command of Division |
the eontusion of the fire make their escape, | f Cavairy, which did excellent at
He had an order written, purporting to be | ¥ raklin and N&vﬂh—d’m T
from Gen. Rosecrans, :3 Capt. Johnson, Captain, 46th Pa. :

oth Ky. Cav., to p from Murfrees- =i By

boro to Lebanon, thence to Nashville, r- Whare is Het

rest all make’ nt} B of
mteomn:mw lactnowm lea .

_ ) men were vl

A | rounded by a country teeming with good

pose was at length welcomed with so|Oh

lK,’f-, ‘_J"--
from Murfreesboro, vig Legbanon, going to
by _Gen. tRogecrans’s order.
=0 Mneh.m:- 3 121 o
“iAre you ‘any further?
“ ‘No. Have you any news of Morgan
3 fH’i- cavalry arecaty Liberty—none

dm« II- i

“Morgan then said.ito éuirk: Sergeant,
CAITY as many men over st a load as pos
sible, and we will swim the horses. It is
too Iate to attempt toferry them over.’

“The Michigan Captain started to move
on, but Morgan asked him to wait and
they would ride to Nashville together.
When he consented, most of his men dis-
mounted and tried to warm themselves by
‘walking, running, jumping and various
athletic exercises, : :

“Quirk pushed across with about a
dozen men, reached the bank, and started
the boat back, but, unfortunately, when
his men were climbing the bank they in-
advertently made a display of their Con-
federnte trousers, and, the ‘Michiganders’
then comprehending the game, Quirk had
to attack them forthwith. The Captain
and some 135 men immediateiy surrendered,
but the remainder escaped and ran to
Nashville, giving the alarm.”

COL. CHENAULT IN EENTUCKY.

About the middle of January Gen. Mor-
gan ordered Col. Chenault, commanding:
the 11th Ky., to occupy Clinton and
Wayne Counties, Kentucky, just bevond
the Tennessee border and south of the
Cumberland River. At that time, Col
Cluke was operating in Central Kentucky.
A field officer admirably describes the op-
erations of Chenault’s regiment:

“The regiment started, Jan. 15, in a
pelting rain, and marched threugh mud,
rain and snow, swimming both Collins and
Obie rivers, reaching Albany, Ky., on the
morning of Jan. 22, all ‘greatly exhausted
and many men dismounted. We found
Albany a deserted village. It is the
County seat of Clinton County, and was
once a flourishing village of 500 inhabi-
tants, but we found it tenantless—store-
houses, hotel, churches; offices. dwelling
houses and court honse unoccupied and
going to decay. Where was once joy,
peace, prosperity and busy trade, wicked
war had left naught but desolation and
solitude. We camped in the town, sur-

rations and an abundance of forage. :
*“Jan. 24, with 100 men, I went on a
scout to Montleello, distant 235 miles from
Albany, nand drove a Federal company out
of the town . and across the Cumberland,
capturing two prisoners. From this date
until Feb. 15, we scouted and picketed the
roads in every direcfion, and had good ra-
tions and forage, with comifortable quar-
ters, but heavy duty, the whole regiment
being on duty every two days. ‘Tinker
Dave,’ the bushwhacker, annoyed us so,
much that we had to establish a chain
picket every night around the entire town.
Col. Jacob's Kederal ' regiment was at
Crcelsboro, 12 miles, and Wolford's bri-
gade at.Burkeville, 14 mi}%u distant. Our
little regiment was ]&’Q les from sup-
port, and we only nz ourselves by
vigilance and metlvity,, .
“Learning from newspa that our
reouts brought im, that . Wolford wonld
make a speech in Burkeville; on Feb. 12,
I started from Albang, with two éem-
panies, early that morning, and forming?
my men behind a bill, I, watched from the
bushes ‘near the river:the assembling of
the crowd at.the court -house. -At 1o’
the bell rang, and -imimediately after|
Wolford began his - speechi:-I charged on
foot to a school housé ow!the river bank
and from ‘there drové the dismounted
pickets away from ‘their herses, and
broke up the speaking”inm' great disorder.
The boys christened th# school house Fort
\gc:l)'m e.*bgt itl did " 5 lbh{. for the
night affer, we left the Federals f
the river andl burned it. " W
“By order of (Gen. Morgan, March 4,
I moved with three. companies - from
Albany to Monticello and camped in the
town. Wolford was at Somerset with a
strong force; and-necessarily, I was kept
busy picketing and scouting. Col.. Che-
nanlt with the remainder of the regiment
arrived at Monticello, Mareh 10, ~
“Gen. Pegram’s Brigade nrrived, April
1, on a raid into Kentucky. He captured
SBomerset and moved on to ' Danville.
While .retreating, he was compelled to
fight at Somerset, where he met with se-
vere defeat. 'His command was scattered
and many were captured. Col. Chepault
assisted Pegram in crossing the river.
“The Cumberland being fordabls, the
enemy crossed In heavy force, April 20,
both at Mill Bprings and the mouth of
Greasy Creek. Tucker met them oz the
Mill Bprings Road, and I met them on the
Greasy Creek Roand, Chenault, with a part
of the regiment remaining at Monticello,
The enemy being in strong force we were
compelled to fall back to the Obie River.”

(To be continued.)

Was Jacod ;mm Ever? .
Comrade E. Z. Hays, Captain, Co. K,
32d Ohio, Warsaw, Ohio, wishes to know

something about Jacob Parrott: if he ever
was, and writes: ‘- “Being in Ciuttanom
issiona

Tenn., on the occasion of the dedica
of the Ohio monument ° ry
Ridge, I was one evening informed that
the railway engine captured by the ‘An-
drews raiders’ at Big Shanty was in the
old dnpot, in Chattanooga. My Iinfofmant
uil:lmb(nllqtofthu of
those engaged in the raid that a man !mm
your regiment was one of the Andrewn
party.’ 1 sald: ‘No; we didn't furnish
any men for that adventure.” ‘Well,’ said
he, ‘his name is on a large card hanging
on the old engine. 1 went to see for my-
sclf and there, on a tablet beside the en-
gine, and on a lu}o card, or board, ap-
mred the name, ‘Jacob I"arrott, K Co.,

0, V. 1'—my own company!- After
carefully examining the roster of the en-
tire regiment; I find no evidence that a
man of that name ever belonged to it. At
least, the name of Jacob Parrott: is not
borne on that roster.

“Who Is he, or was he? It appears by
the tablet that he got out of prison. What
beecame of him? 1If yet alive, Jet him rise
up and explain?”

is is all a mistake. ” The 324 Ohlo
was in Weat Virginia at the time of the
engine-stealing exploit, and none of its
members had any connection with_the af-
htﬁ. 1t was E. taasdm()hlﬁ,! whicb.twith the
other regiments o 'siBrigade, furnished
the men. Jacob Parrott’s becord in the
io roster reads as followh:

“Jacob Parrott, Becond. kdeutenant, Co.
K, 33d Ohio; age, 19 jcenlisted Nov. 18,
1861, for three years ; prometed from priv-
ate April 24, 1863; mustbred out Jan.
3 , on expiration of term of service.”
He was the first man to ve a medal of
honor.—EDITOR NATIONAL NE.]

The Army of @

Eprtor NaTioNaAL TaIBUKE: It has
given me great pleasurs,to read the let-
ters of Gen. Raum, “With;.the Western
Army,” giving the uminu from Chat-
tanooga to Goldsboro. # was particularly
interested In the accounts ipf the battles
of Gen. Thomas at and Nash-
EE&T outtleth ent, Pa., was din

wen rps. .®0rPS was de-
tached from the Army of the Cumberland,
at Atlanta, and went through with Sher-
man, The Fourteenth and the Twentieth
Corps constituted the Army of G-orgn.
I do not think Gen. Raum mentioned this
&letinhhlottou.lmtholmyo!
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and Comrade %o

Other Comrades of the i 7 Y. Cav.
Eprror Nationar Tmisuxe: 1 motice
in *Picket " that Jobn

rade Dan 1. Crguet, 0., also in-
God mﬂ%'yﬁ?ﬁm
goes out to yi?'wtti leaps of love and

throbs of good wishes for you acd for all
I write when I remember our comrades

7! who are dead.

‘1 would do better on“a foraging detail
than as dent; but I would like to
write 21l of our history as to comrades
that I can remember. 1 couldn't put it
into a book, and no newspaper that print-
ed any other item could room for the
half of it. Now, if 1 conld write like our
Chief Musician! Boys, do_you remember
that song of his that begah and ended like
whit follows:

“We joined the army t'other day

Because we thought to get big pay!

And have some fun most every day—
While going down to Dixie!

L ] L L L ] - L ]
“But on the gronnd we had to lay—
Spoon-fashion, closely crowded in,
It rained and soaked us to the skin—

Most every night in Dixie!”

It was a long song, you know—a verse
for each company in the regiment, then
a verse for each officer and then one for
the band and another for windup! And
we used to detail reliefs to sing it in
parts!

Comrade I.ewis referred to C. W.
James as the first Union soldier killed at
Gettyshburg. 1 think that is the fact.
Comrade James was one of a detail—of
which I was one—to go to the videt line.
He was on my right, and said, “John, if
I anm wounded or killed in this fight you
see that 1 am eared for or buried, and I
will do the eame for youn,”” and I agreed.
We were chums; he was a true, brave,
faithful soldier and superb man. I re-
member how he was killed. I followed
his horse and caught him in front of the
house of John Burns, who helped me get
poor Cy's foot from the stirrup and lay
the body down. He promised me to bury
the body in the corner of his lot, and he
did so.

I am proud to remember that I was a
private in the 8th N, Y. Cav., whieh had
such heroes as its officers—Gen. Buford
and Maj. Clark and others of equal pa-
triotism, bravery and abilities. They
were heroes, and by setting examples
made heroes of their men.

Comrades, we have fought a good fight
and we have been faithful; but we have
yet a great fight to help in—the fight
against anarchy and against unjust op-
pression by anarchists; let us make it
while we may, for the pontoons are laid
across the silent river waiting for our
feet to cross; and the orders for wus to
march over are ready to be promulgated—
and then, as always, we will obey orders.
While we are here, let us go forward in
our duty, touching elbows in the march
to conquest of lawbreakers, with thanks
to Almighty God that we were permitted
to fight a good fight and to live so long
to see the fruits of our battles.—Jonx
BAKER, Co. G, 9th N. Y. Cav., North
Tonowanda, N. Y.

WAR WITHOUT QUARTER,
Implacable Hatred of l'l‘lﬂd.d. 'll.hbm in

EDITOR NATIONAL TRIBUNE: I want
40 say to certain comrades: You ecan tell
of your big battles and thrill the world,
a you earned’ all the honor you will
-ever-get and merit greater pensious than
ﬁ will ever receive, but there were pen-

es for faithful loyalty and terrors of
warfare for the Union of whiech no con-
ception ever touclied your mind, or cou’d,
unless you were a8 loyal man in a Southern
State or in a secession community of a
Border State.

If yeu had been in Missouri—where a
lost battle meant death—when you got out
you could tell your folks that you had
been somewhere! Here is the way it
went: 1 was born in this County of
Boone, Btate of Missouri, the same Coun-
ty in which the Centralia massacre was
committed. I am the only one of my name
who honored the flag. When we hitched
up and got into a fight your blood would
have run cold in your veins to see the
winning party put on the finish—no quar-
ter asked or given! In the Kayette fight
Lieut. Street said: “Boys, don't fire your
revolvers until they get among us: then
sell your lives!” We all knew what he
thought, but we fought the harder: it
would net do to let a little thing like
‘that dishearten us! :

Iet me show you how some acted. Bill
Sturman; my bunky, was standing not
far from me in the second charge, and
one of the bushwhackers, when about as
close as he could spur his horse, pulled
down on Bill with a double-barreled shot-
gun; his horse was excited, and reared,
which caused the whacker to pull too
low. He was so close that the shot did
not scatter, but tore a hole in the ground
between Bill's feet so big yon could have
buried both fists in it. Bill said: “Whoop,
Iﬁrh! You can’t half shoot!” and Bill shot

ml

After the war loyal men were waylaid
and assassinated bz the former re :
and now they are heard against us who
fought them when we ask a pension, and
their word is taken as better than ours,
}‘lli’e.’ bad my pension reduced to $8 from

Maybe that it is thought that I should
be thankful that I have not been kiiled
since the war! Jo. Tilman and Jack
Plains, of my company, were waylaid and
killed, in 1 by these good eﬁle. Ah,
:E:E—Ju. M. Jacks, Co{I, Otg o. 8. M.

"

CAPTURE OF HUNTSVILLE, ALA.
gunrise lm:_u":r_:n_u Bloodless Vio-

EDITOR NATIONAL TRIBUKE: Gen.
Mitchel's little army, consisting of a divi-
sion of infantry, one regiment of eavalr
and tweo batteries of light artillery, strue
a blow on the morning of April 11, 1842,
;iqunr. upon the backbone of the rebel-

0

n.

They took possession of this important
point upon the great railway econnecting
the eastern and western divisions of the
rebel army. The Eighth Brigade of
Mitchel’s Division, consisting of the 19th
and 24th Ill., 18th Ohio, and 37th Ind.,
under command of Col. Turchin, left
Shclbyvil'l‘? Tenn, at 3 o'clock on the af-
ternoon the Bth; marched about nine
wmiles, and camped.

The next dlr. through to Fayetteville,
arriving early in the afternoon. A mes-
senger brought a “Southern Advoeate,”
;un issued, containing an account of the
‘Great rebel vietori at Corinth.”

About 9 o’clock the next morning Miteh-
el announced the result of the fight at
Corinth and the way the boys cheered and
threw caps was shocking to the nerves
of the secesh in the vicinity.

The roads were in nasty condition. We
marched on and on and on, often wading
streams. seldom halting, till § p. m., when,
10 infantry miles from the city we halted
in a field for four hours, e bad dis-
tanced our wagons,
nothing to do but lie down on the field we
stood upon. -

At 2 a. m., resumed the march to
Huntsville, and in careful silence passed
through villages and by the doors of
houses without the residents being dis-
turbed—na gslaughtering animal o
pight stealing upon its prey!

About three miles from the eity the
brigade halted, and a detail of a dozen
picked men was sent from the 4th Ohio
to capture the telegraph
all dispatches there. lose after the de-
tail followed Col. John Kennett with his
4th Ohlo, and after these the Michigan

OItAy Battery. .
t sunrise we entered the town, and
it ﬂ' a complete surprise.

ree locomotives started off for That-
a in haste. The first ‘ut away
some ’.t.‘}\l‘ht damage from Simmons's

Oussell and | Can

S 8

of our old comrades—and tears blur what ?

and therefore had | Lo

the| th

CROSS KEYS AND PORT REPUBLIC.
Why Fremont and Shislds Falled to Capture

EpiToR NATIONAL TriBUNE: Comrade
Wadell truthfully says, issue May 7, that
owing to the peeuliar conformation of the
country the battles of Cross Keys and
Port Republic are {ittle understood. Liv-
ing near those battlegronnds I have rela-
tives whom 1 have visited three t'mes
within the last 15 years. Incidentaily,

I studied the country—its mountalns, riv-
ers, and roads. 1 went over the field at
Cross Keys with a man whose home was
there, and who participated in the barttle
on the Confederate side. His house was
just - within Jackson's battleline. [ no-
ticed that shells from Comrade Wadeil's
battery had literally ridded an cld frame
barn belonging to my guide and com-
panijon’s home. Many of the shells, not
exploding, went through the planks of the
barn sideways, cutting holes the length of
the shells.

Three branches of the Shenandoal
River unite at Port Republie, forming
the main stream. North River has its
source in North Mountains, west and
northwest of Harrisonburg, running
southeast and east. Bome five miles west
of Port Republic this stream receives Mid-
d!e River, flowing from the Bonth. Near
this point is Scott's Ford. North River,
name unchanged, flows on, east and north-
east, to Port Republic, where it unites
with Soutlt River, which h»s its source
at or near Waynesboro. sireama

east of north and empties into the Poto-
mac at Harper's Ferry. I noticed that ali
the stones in that country are set on edgr
and that the c¢racks in them are vertieal
instead of horizontal, as is usually the

case, -

A lady at Cross Keys told me that
when her family was at breakfast on the
morning of the day of the battle, an offi-
cer rode up and asked for breakfast, ad-
ding that he was in a hurry, as. there
wonld soon be a battle on that ground.
Before eating he bowed his head and gare
thanks. Was the officer Stonewall Jack-
son, selecting his battleground? The inci-
dent at the table was characteristic of
bhim. The lddy, Bowever, seeing no =sol-
diers, did not belieu that a battle was im-
pend ni. although the officer solemnly ad
vised the family to leave home and seek a
glace of ref The battle soon opencd,

ut the combatants generally shot over
the house, as the Confederates were on a
ridge to the south, and the Federal line
was on a ridge to the north, the:house
being in the little valley between them.

At Cross Keys, or Union Church, one
will hear a story, firmly believed by the
people there, or at least by many of them,
that a school house full of Fremont's
wounded was burned, the inmates not es-
caping.

An old man, a widower, who lived half
;‘ mii% from Union thtl.rch: reee:;Iy dltlod.

or 40 years or mo unfailingly, when
able, went to the 3111'0!1 at ‘midnight” to
pray in the closet under tHe stairway. The
story is undoubtedly..true,- but-why the
old man made those prayerful nocturnal
vis‘i‘uhl l!ll"l not adt . = -

‘hen KFremont fought at Crosg Keys,
Shields’s army was on the east side of the
Shenandoah, the greater part of it some
miles away, down the river, when the
whole army should have marched up to
Port Republic in time ta intercept the
crossing of Jackson. Shields did nothing
whatever to aid Fremont in his battle at
Cross Keys. Unquestionably he econ'd
have marched his army to Port Republic
and made a diversion in Fremont’s favor,
and, possibly, he might have crossed the
bridge and attacked Jackson's rear, wh.le
the latter was fully engaged battling with
Fremont. On the other hand, Fremont
did not_press Jackson after the battle of
Cross Keys. On June 9, when about
3,000 of Shields’s troops, Shields himse.f
not being present, gallanily essayed to
check Jackson after he had succeeded’ in
crossing the river, Fremocnt, on higher
ground on the west side, was in full view
of the Port Republic battle. From his
position he could have enfiladed the Con-
federate lines with his artillery,

1 went over the field with Maj. Wheat
and Jobn Shrum, a scout, both of whom
fought there on the Confederate s de.
They said that many of the rebel séldiers,
themselves amoung them, believed they
might have been defeated had not our
ammunition failed to hold out.

Shields with some 10,000 men was
eight miles from the battlefield. Col. Gar-
vin, of the 7th Ind., sent courier after
courfer to the General earnestly asking
for help, but none came.

After this fight Fremont and Shlelds
were deposed from command.

The battle of Port Republic was fought,
for the most part, on the farm of John
Lewis, a stanch Union man. He was
warned that a battle was imminent and
advised to flee with his family to the
mountains for safety. Although he raw
no Indications of a combat, he heeded the
warning. When he had climbed a foothill
of the nearest mountain he saw unmis-
takable .signs of the coming battle. Look-
ing down the river, he could see the Fed-
eral troops coming up, and looking up the
river he could see the Confederates comin
down. Although he conld A)lainl: see botﬁ
armies they, as yet, could not sece each
other. ILooking upon the hostile forces,
he thought war was, indeed, terrible.

ere were two armies that had never
seen each other. The men were much
alike. Individuals on the one side had no
personal grievance against any one of the
opposing force. There was no personal
enmity. Yet, they were about to engage
in deadly combat. He and his fami'y saw
the mosat terrific fighting that character-
ized the battle. Maj. Wheat told me that
he was never in a harder contested fight,
and he had been in a number of the great
battles of the war. He said that ‘whole
companies of his Confederate comrades
were practically annihilated—T. H. B.
Baxkezr, Co. E, 5th Ind. Cav., Pekin, Ind.

DID NOT TAKE FORT GREGG.

The Captaln Saw the Capture, But is Now
Too Old to Either Pight or Eun Away.
EDITOR NATIONAL TRIBUNE: Comrade
Doughty, of the 11th Me., referring to the
capture of Fort Gre asks: “Did the
forts get mixed?” Maybe they did, but not
so bad as the comrade is mixed in his ac-
count. He says there were no Western
troops in the charge on Gre; . 1 know
there were at least two Western regi-
ments—12th W. Va,, and 116th O. I am
almost certain too, that the 234 Ill. was in
the fight. KFrom my position in front of
Fort itworth I saw the color-bearer of
the 12th W. Va, killed, on top of the
works of Gregg. I was well acquainted
with him; we were born and raised in the
same neighborhood. His name was Joseph
on.
rade Doughty says that West Vir-
ginia troops, !eduﬁ' thi {;th Me. skirmish-
ers, captured Fort Whitworth, He is
right about the West Virginia troops cap-
turing JFort Whitworth, but mistaken
about the 11th Me, skirmishers leading
em. The West Virginia troops that ea
tured Fort Whitworth were the 10th, 11
15th, and formed the Third Brigade, Sec-
ond (or independent) Division, Twenty-
tourth Corps. 'l'hohwera commanded by
Brig.-Gen. T. M. Harris. Our brigade
took no part in the capture of Fort Gregg;
but judging from the many claims from
other regiments it must have taken about
all the others belonging to our Division to
B g 2" ol T S
ere B -
for orders. *

Now, comrades, do not jump on me and

‘call me another, for I too
g‘ either fight 'u“MWPng

Va., Witias

Co. A, 1ith W,

o

form the 8henandoah, which flows slightly &

THE MAIMED
A. W. Paul, Co. B, 111th 1N, -

upod | Conlti . I, writes: "} nlal to ~
mm-uhﬂhnnthlllt.lpl&a
the ‘maimed soldiers’ bill. Not long ago -

BlUL. -

I saw an jtem in your colimns about a
blind comrade who had lest both eyes in
the army, and had an amendment pre-

maimed.
or go far enough. It should be amended
t0 include those so disabled in arm or leg

as to entitle them to draw commutation °

money every three years for loas of use of
limb. 1 am one the anfortunates that
the bill does mot include. My disability

is deseribed in my pension certificate as ©

‘equiralent to the loss of a hand.'

*1 hope all the comrades who are o dis-
abled will write to their Congressmen sod
call their attention to this defect in the
law. If a soldier gave part of himself for

his country he should be amply rewarded. -

If he gave his two eyes for his country
he should have the country, or what bhe

could use of it. Comrades, let us have the

‘maimed soldiers' bill amended.”
CORP'L BPENCER'S WARRANT, _

Comrade D. A. Robertson, Co. B, 24-
Ark. Cav., Harpersrille, Tex., writes: I
have in my possesion, withont remem-
brance of how I got hold of it, a warrant
issned to Corp’l Thos. A. Npencer, 10th
lowa, by Lieut.-Col. P. P. Henderson, at
Decatur, Ala., June, 1864. [ would be
glad to restore it to the comrade.”

BONG OF THE SONGA.

Comrade A. B. Cole, Ca. B, 34th Ohilo,
Fearis, Ky., writes that after searching
for years for a copy of an old ballad writ-
ten by Tony Pastor—"Song of All Songs™
—lie recently discovered the words in an
old rerapbook and would like to get the
musie, if it was set to note at all. He
asks “who wants a copy of the words?”
The song is made up of titles of songs of
that day—such as “There was Bonnle
nnie Laurie,” “Goiog Oat Upon a
Spree;” with “Old Unele Suow,” “In a
Cottage by the SBea,” ete. The first stanza
of the song is:

“Asg youn're walked throngh the town on &
fine Sommer's day, .
The subject I've got you bave seen, I dare-

say.
Upon fences and railings, wherever you-

EO,

You'll gee the funny bailada sticking up-
in a row;

The titlehaﬂto read you may stand for &
while,

And some are 5o odd, they well cause you
to smile;

I noted them down as I read them along,.
And I've put them together to make up’
my song.”
WISHES A WAR SONQO.

Comrade Wm. H. Trimmer, Mechanies—-
burg, Pa., would like to procure a copy
of a song that was heard in the army
shortly after Gettysburg. ¥le writes that-
part of it was something like this:

“Lee came North, a short time since,

To spend a month or se.

. . @ . . ®
“Jeff Davis met him going back—
‘Why, Gen. Lee," he said,
Whnat makes you stagger ao?
Is there whisky in your head?
‘Not much,” said Lee.
‘I've taken too much Maade! *
BADGE OF LIEUT. GEORGE LOUYD.

Comrmde B. M. Houston, Commandes”

of G. A. R., Mulligan DPost, 30, Win-
chester, VYa., writes that Comrade”
Lieut. Geo. Louyd, Oth N. Y. Art,

or his relatives, can procures retmin
a Maltese Cross badge by inquiring of
Comrade Houston. The has Len
lorg in custody of Geo. B. Forner. who
would be glad to know that it has reached”
the original owner or thosa who were
dear to him.
A PLEASING THOUGHT.

That is a beautiful thought of the widow
of Comrade Duahe Hurd, whe, writing of
his death, said: *“I think T can hear the -
brave soldiers above say: ‘Make room in-
our ranks for this comrade wlhom we love, -
who comes now to join us forever.™

WAS XOT MUSTERED OUT.

Comrade James N. Coulter, Indianola,-
Iowa, forwards his own remarks abkout his
own reported death: *“The National Trib-
une -having publizhed the statement that
James N. Coulter is dead, I would be glad”
to notify comrades of Co. (3, 10th lows,-
that I am not yet permanently or protract-
edly assigned to the pits in any cemetery,”

TWINS OR TRIPLETS? .

Some one who simply signs himself
“A 15th Ohio Man"” writes from Shelhy,
O.: “I notice that the 1%5th and 49th.
Ohio are referred to as “The Twins' I
think the 32d Ind. ounght to be included
and designated ‘The Triplets." From the
time they were {'\?.“M they were 8)-
ways together. en you saw any
the’three m might be entirely certains
that the ot two were guite near.”

THAT BOGUS BSOLICITOR.

W. R. Black, Cedar Grove, Ind., says*
that he and his comrades have been victims:
of F. D. Buckinghum, a bogus solicitor.
He represents himself to be aoliciting for
the Weekly Eagle, a r devoted to the-
interests of the old soldiers.

Always Close t0 Death.

EpiTor NATIONAL TRIBUKE: Observing

the reports of comrades who withessed the
explosion of the steamer City of Madison:
at Vickshurz, 1 wizh to tell how narrowly
I escaped. I regard my escape as Provi-
dential. I was car?in; a diapatch to an
officer on the boat from Gen. Grant, and’
was only about 300 feet distant when the
explosion occurred. The vessel was loaded
with ammunition and powder, and upon
the wharf was piled immense quantities of’
powder and fixed ammunition, and among-
these boxes and barre!s fell scores of burn-
ing brands. How many times the soldier-
came unear to death; and how terribly near
to death he always was, wherever he was!l’
I considered my escape almost miracn-
lous, aud I have wondered how any man:
could serve three ycars in the civil war
and escape with his life from the constant
dangers, seen and unseen, that surrounded
him at all times. :

1 amn not much in the habit of reciting
my army experiences, but I take much in-
terest in reading the experiences of others,
ar [ find them recorded in The NationaF
Tribune: and I often wonder if any gen-
eration of America's sons will ever experi-
ence as much of the bitter horrors of war
as did we of the civil war. I hope not. I
have seen forts, arsenals and magazines
blown up; factories, houses and cities
burned; Yooked want, misery and despair
in the face in almost every form, yet these
were but the common experience of every
soldier who went actively through a three-
years’ enlistment.—T. . YATES, 4th
Ind’p’t Company, Ohio Cav., Feesburg, O.

Tardiness Saved Him.

EpITOR NATIONAL TRIBUNE: If the ex-
%lodon of the steamer City of Madison, at
icksburg, had been 1% or 20 minutes later,

I would not be writing this. I had been
told that whisky eould be ad on the boat,
and I started after some. I was in Ce¢
F, 724 Ohlo. At the time of the explo-
sion I was within 200 yards of the boat
with He Signs and Wm. Loop, of my
company. e shock was fearful. We
rushed to the wreek. [ think that I was
the fifst man there. Poeople were pros-
trated all around ' the vicinity, and were
slow in getting there at first. I pul'ed a
Colonel and two privates out ofp debris.
The Colonel’s leg was broken. I think he
was of the 72d Ind. The men were badly
lacerated. I was told that about 75 lives
were lost. Fragments of men wera hurled
more than a quarter of a milé. 1 worked
—with others—for two hours in the wreck,
es five or six feet under water,
We took out, while I worked, 17 dead:
among them the body of the wife of the
Captain of the steamer. She was six feet
“&'h .t"_ltﬂ'. . w? about 250 bar
re wder a an jmmense antity
rifle [ shells fo
M.m M. Gurxsey, Co.

Oble, Malaxi, ¥ia.

pared to the ‘muimed soldiers’ bill passed ~
by Congress last March. The bill is =
It does not begin soon enough *

T T LR e

o e

g;‘_..

LM
wii.

3
)

o ¢ e AERRRR S e g S iy e

e i 1)




